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WARRANT

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
TOWN OF BROOKLINE

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Norfolk, ss

To Any Constable of the Town of Brookline

Greetings:

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to NOTIFY
and WARN the Inhabitants of the TOWN OF BROOKLINE, qualified to vote at
elections to meet at the High School Auditorium in said Brookline on TUESDAY, the
TWENTY-THIRD day of MAY, 2017 at 7:00 o
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ARTICLE 3
Submitted by:  Treasurer/Collector

To see if the Town will authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the
Selectmen, to enter into Compensating Balance Agreement(s) for FY2018 in accordance
with General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53F, or act on anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 4
Submitted by:  Board of Selectmen

To see if the Town will authorize the Comptroller to close out either all or a portion of
the unexpended balances in certain Special Appropriations and return said sums to the
Surplus Revenue accounts, or act on anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 5
Submitted by:  Board of Selectmen

To see if the Town will, in accordance with General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 64,
authorize the payment of one or more of the bills of the previous years, which may be
legally unenforceable due to the insufficiency of the appropriations therefore, and
appropriate from available funds, a sum or sums of money therefore, or act on anything
relative thereto.

ARTICLE 6
Submitted by:  Board of Assessors

To see if the Town will elect to establish an additional property tax exemption for fiscal
year 2018 which shall be uniform for all exemptions, in accordance with Section 4 of
Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1986, as amended by Chapter 126 of the Acts of 1988, and
accept said Section 4, as amended, or act on anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 7
Submitted by:  Board of Selectmen

To see if the Town will:

(A) Raise and appropriate or appropriate from available funds additional funds to
the various accounts in the fiscal year 2017 budget or transfer funds between
said accounts;

(B) And determine whether such appropriations shall be raised by taxation,
transferred from available funds, provided by borrowing or provided by any
combination of the foregoing; and authorize the Board of Selectmen, except in
the case of the School Department Budget, and with regard to the School
Department, the School Committee, to apply for, accept and expend grants
and aid from both federal and state sources and agencies for any of the
purposes aforesaid.
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or act on anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 8
Submitted by:  Board of Selectmen

To see if the Town will vote to supplement each prior vote of the Town that authorizes
the borrowing of money to pay costs of capital projects to provide that, in accordance
with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, the premium received by the Town
upon the sale of any bonds or notes thereunder, less any such premium applied to the
payment of the costs of issuance of such bond or notes, may be applied to pay project
costs and the amount authorized to be borrowed for each such project shall be reduced by
the amount of any such premium so applied.

Or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 9
Submitted by:  Advisory Committee

To see if the Town will:

A.) Fiscal Year 2018 Budget

Appropriate the sums requested or proposed by the Selectmen or by any other officer, 
board or committee, or any other sum or sums, for the fiscal year 2018 budget; without 
limiting the foregoing, appropriate the sums necessary for all town expenses, including 
the snow and ice budget, debt and interest, and operating expenses; fix the salaries of all 
elected officers as provided for in General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 108; authorize the 
leasing, leasing with an option to purchase or installment purchase of equipment; 
appropriate to a stabilization fund  as provided for in General Laws Chapter 40, Section 
5B; authorize the continuation of all revolving funds in accordance with General Laws, 
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3.) Appropriate $120,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Chief Information Officer and Building Commissioner, with any necessary contracts
over $100,000 to be approved by the Board of Selectmen, for improvements to the
Data Room at Town Hall.

4.) Appropriate $175,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Chief Information Officer, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the enhancement of town-wide hardware
and software.

5.) Appropriate $50,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the Fire
Chief for the rehabilitation of Fire Department apparatus.

6.) Appropriate $625,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Fire Chief, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved by the Board
of Selectmen, for the replacement of Fire Engine #6.

7.) Appropriate $280,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commission, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved by
the Board of Selectmen, for making extraordinary repairs to Fire Stations.

8.) Appropriate $71,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the Fire
Chief for the purchase and installation of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
washers and dryers.

9.) Appropriate $646,500, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the 
Building Commissioner, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved 
by the Board of Selectmen and Library Trustees, for extraordinary 
repairs/improvements at the Coolidge Corner Library.

10.) Appropriate $58,659, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the 
Commissioner of Public Works, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, for 
traffic calming studies and improvements; provided that the Department of Public 
Works and Transportation Board provide status reports to the Board of Selectmen on 
a semi-annual basis.

11.) Appropriate $33,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts to be approved by the
Board of Selectmen, for bicycle access improvements.

12.) Appropriate $161,040, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be 
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the purchase of parking meters.
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13.) Appropriate $333,663, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, for the 
modernization of the Carlton Street / Monmouth Street traffic signal.

14.) Appropriate $1,670,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of
the Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the rehabilitation of streets.

15.) Appropriate $312,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the rehabilitation of sidewalks.

16.) Appropriate $240,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the Municipal Service Center site
improvements.

17.) Appropriate $40,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the 
Commissioner of Public Works, for the structural evaluation of the Davis Path 
Footbridge.

18.) Appropriate $300,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any contracts over $100,000 to be approved by 
the Board of Selectmen, for stormwater improvements.

19.) Appropriate $300,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any contracts over $100,000 to be approved by 
the Board of Selectmen, for improvements to the water system.

20.) Appropriate $70,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, for the design of the renovation of Murphy
Playground.

21.) Appropriate $305,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the renovation of playground equipment,
fields, and fencing.

22.) Appropriate $150,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the rehabilitation of Town and School
grounds.

23.) Appropriate $230,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
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approved by the Board of Selectmen and the Tree Planting Committee, for the
removal and replacement of trees.

24.) Appropriate $90,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Chief Procurement Officer for school furniture upgrades.

25.) Appropriate $75,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commissioner for ADA renovations to Town and School facilities.

26.) Appropriate $475,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commission, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved by
the Board of Selectmen and, with respect to School Buildings, by the School
Committee, for improvements to elevators in Town and School facilities.

27.) Appropriate $75,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commissioner, for energy conservation projects in Town and School
facilities.

28.) Appropriate $125,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commissioner, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved
by the Board of Selectmen, for upgrades to energy management systems in Town and
School facilities.

29.) Appropriate $215,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commissioner, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved
by the Board of Selectmen and, with respect to School Buildings, by the School
Committee, for improvements to life safety systems and building security in Town
and School facilities.

30.) Appropriate $100,000 or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commissioner, with any necessary contracts to be approved by the Board of
Selectmen and the School Committee, for minor renovations / upgrades to school
buildings.

31.) Appropriate $400,000 or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commissioner, with any necessary contracts to be approved by the Board of
Selectmen and the School Committee, for HVAC system improvements at the
Driscoll School.

32.) Appropriate $995,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of the
Building Commission, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved by
the Board of Selectmen and the School Committee, for the expansion of classroom
capacity in various schools.
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33.) Appropriate $1,500,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of
the Building Commission, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved
by the Board of Selectmen and the School Committee, for the schematic design
services to construct a 9th School to be located at 490 Heath Street.

34.) Appropriate $1,500,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of
the Building Commission, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be approved
by the Board of Selectmen and the School Committee, for the schematic design
related to the remodeling, renovating, reconstruction or making extraordinary repairs
to the High School.

35.) Appropriate $2,200,000, or any other sum, to be expended under the direction of
the Commissioner of Public Works, with any necessary contracts over $100,000 to be
approved by the Board of Selectmen, for the renovation of Brookline Reservoir Park.

C.) Funding

And determine whether such appropriations shall be raised by taxation, transferred from
available funds, borrowed or provided by any combination of the foregoing, and
authorize the leasing, leasing with an option to purchase, or the installment purchase of
any equipment or any capital items; and authorize the Board of Selectmen, except in the
case of the School Department Budget, and with regard to the School Department, the
School Committee, to apply for, accept and expend grants, gifts, reimbursements, and aid
from both federal, state, and other sources and agencies for any of the purposes noted in
this Article, or act on anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 10
Submitted by:  Board of Selectmen

To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 2.1, Section 2.1.5 (B) of the Town



8

Or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 11
Submitted by:  Neil Gordon, TMM1

To see if the Town will vote to delete Section 3.1.7 of the Town



9

Constable shall file with the Town Clerk a Town Campaign Finance Report on a form
prescribed by and made available to candidates by the Town Clerk. The reporting periods
for the Town Campaign Finance Report shall begin   (i)   in   the   case   of   ballot   question
committees     and     candidates     that     have     not     previously     filed     a     Massachusetts
Campaign   Finance   Report   as   of   the   date   of   their   first   receipt,   expenditure   or   
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constitutions, laws, and regulations of the United States and of the
Commonwealth. 

(2) The provisions of this By-Law are intended to be interpreted in such a way as
to make them conformable to the constitutions and laws of the United States
and of the Commonwealth and enforceable to the maximum extent permitted
by law. 

(F) Severability

Each provision of this By-Law shall be construed as separate to the extent that if any
section, sentence, clause, or phrase is held to be invalid for any reason, the remainder of
the By-Law shall continue in full force and effect. 
(GE) Committee on Campaigns

(1) There shall be a Committee on Campaigns consisting of not   less   than   five
nor   more   than seven members: the Town Clerk or his designee; an appointee
of the Board of Selectmen who may be a member of the Board; and not   less
than    three    nor    more    than five Brookline residents appointed by the
Moderator for three-year staggered terms. No holder of or candidate for the
office of Selectman,     School     Committee,     Library     Trustee,     Housing
Authority,    Moderator,    Town    Clerk    or    Constable    shall be eligible for
appointment by the Moderator to the committee. Should any individual vacate
his office as committee member, the applicable appointing authority shall
appoint another individual to fill his or her unexpired term. 

(2) The responsibilities of said committee shall include the following:

(a) analyzing information provided on campaign finance reports filed by
candidates for Town office pursuant to Chapter 55 and this By-Law; 

(b) publicly reporting such information and the results of such analysis;
(c) considering and recommending to Town Meeting measures that may
be taken by the Town to improve upon this ByLaw and ensure its effective
implementation, and to establish a system of electronic reporting and
accessible electronic posting of campaign finance information; 

(d) considering additional measures that may be taken by the Town to
improve the process by which Town officials are elected; (e) examining
the feasibility and potential parameters of a system of public financing
with respect to campaigns for Town office. 

(3) Additional activities that may be undertaken by the Committee include, but
are not limited to, the following: receiving public comment and conducting public
forums concerning the process by which Town officials are elected; providing
vehicles for publicizing, and working with local media to publicize, information
concerning elections and candidates for Town office; and examining the
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relationship between campaign finance and appointments to Town boards and
commissions.

Or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 12
Submitted by:  Brookline Commission on Disability

To see if the Town will vote to create a new Article 3.23 in the Town
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(4) Review and make recommendations about policies, procedures, services, activities
and facilities of departments, boards and agencies of said city or town as they affect
people with disabilities; 
(5) Provide information, referrals, guidance and technical assistance to individuals, public
agencies, businesses and organizations in all matters pertaining to disability; 
(6) Coordinate activities of other local groups organized for similar purposes.

In addition to the aforementioned powers and duties, the Commission shall also:

(1) Work in cooperation with the departments and agencies of the Town of Brookline to
bring about maximum participation of people with disabilities;

(2) Initiate, monitor, and promote legislation at the city, state and federal level which
advances the equal status of people with disabilities and ensure that appropriate
regulations are adopted and enforced pursuant to such legislation;

(3) Encourage public awareness of disability issues;
(4) Provide information, referral, guidance and advice to individuals, businesses,

organizations and public agencies in all matters pertaining to disability;
(5) File an annual report which shall be printed in the Town
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SECTION 3.23.5: OFFICERS

Officers of the Commission shall include a chairperson, deputy chairperson, secretary
and treasurer. Officers shall be elected annually by a majority vote of the Commission.
One member may hold more than one office. The chairperson shall:  develop meeting
agendas in coordination with the other officers and staff; preside over all meetings;
appoint subcommittees as needed; and authorize expenditures as needed. The deputy
chairperson shall:  perform all the functions of the chairperson in the chairperson
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Tobacco sales permits shall be renewed annually by June 1st, at a fee set forth in the
Department
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Principal Uses
Residence Business

Ind
.

S SC T F M L G O I

effective only until such 
amendments to this use 
are approved by the 
Attorney General or until 
April 15, 2019, whichever 
is earlier.  Temporarily 
restricting this use will 
allow the Town to review 
the State-promulgated 
regulations   governing 
these facilities and allow 
the Town to enact zoning 
provisions, consistent with
State law and regulations, 
setting forth the allowed 
locations, dimensional, 
parking and other 
requirements applicable to
Recreational Marijuana 
Establishments.  Chapter 
351 of the Acts of 2016 
establishes March 15, 
2018 as the deadline for 
the State to generate 
regulations.

Or act on anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 15
Submitted by: Department of Planning and Community Development

To see if the Town will amend the Brookline Zoning By-Law related to Signs,
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b. Within 10 working days, the Assistant Director for Regulatory Planning or
designee Planning Department shall either administratively approve the
application following guidelines adopted by the Planning Board or shall refer
the application, its recommendations and accompanying materials to the
Planning Board for review.

c. After its receipt of the application and all required materials, the Planning Board
shall review the application at its next public meeting for which legal notice can
be given.  At least seven days before such meeting, the Planning Board shall mail
or deliver a notice of the meeting, with a description of such application or a copy
thereof, to each elected Town Meeting Member for the precinct in which the
property is located, and to those Town Meeting Members of a precinct which is
within 200 feet of such property as to which such application has been made.  The
notice requirements of this section shall be deemed satisfied if such notices are
mailed and/or emailed to those individuals whose names appear as Town Meeting
Members in the records of the Town Clerk at the addresses as they appear in such
records.  The Planning Board shall submit its recommendations in writing to the
applicant and the Building Commissioner.  The recommendations shall be based
on the provisions of this Section of the Zoning By-law, the community and
Environmental Impact and Design Standards in 
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ARTICLE 17
Submitted by:  Commissioner of Public Works

To see if the Town will vote to accept a grant of easement from Chestnut Hill
Investments LLC, a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or one of its successors or assigns, over a portion of
land located at 1180 Boylston Street, Brookline, Massachusetts and shown as 360 SF
Pedestrian Easement on a plan entitled 
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Or act on anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 18
Submitted by:  Transportation Board
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To see if the Town will accept the provisions of General Laws Chapter 90, Section 17C 
which states:  

17C 
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WHEREAS, the Paris Agreement recognizes 
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ARTICLE 21
Submitted by:  Werner Lohe, Alan Christ, and Kathleen Scanlon

A RESOLUTION REGARDING A NET ZERO ENERGY NINTH ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL AND THE EXPANSION OF BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following resolution:

Whereas our town, the nation, and the world are increasingly aware of the need to
address climate change and of the importance of better protection of the environment in
general, and

Whereas Net Zero Energy LEED Platinum schools create an environment that supports
student learning and health through improvements in daylighting, indoor air quality,
thermal comfort, acoustics, and classroom design, all of which have an impact on a
child's ability to learn and a teacher's ability to teach, while saving energy, resources, and
money, and

Whereas Net Zero Energy LEED Platinum schools increase energy efficiency, thereby
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, cost less to operate, utilize durable materials, reduce
water and energy use, and provide other benefits; while providing an educational
experience that transcends the classroom by creating opportunities for curriculum
innovation and hands-on, project-based learning in which the building itself becomes an
interactive teaching tool, and

Whereas decisions made now about the design of the Ninth Elementary School at
Baldwin and the expansion of Brookline High School will determine each school



22

And, be it further Resolved that while overall net zero energy consumption is unlikely to be
achieved for Brookline High School and even the degree to which the as-of-yet-undefined,
expanded portion of the school can approach Net Zero Energy is currently uncertain,
nevertheless, Net Zero Energy principles shall be applied, to the extent feasible, during all
design phases of Brookline High School,

or act upon anything relative thereto.

ARTICLE 22
Submitted by:  Stephen Vogel, Abigail Ortiz, and Anne Greenwald

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE GOVERNMENT ALLIANCE ON RACE AND EQUITY (GARE)

WHEREAS, the Town of Brookline, Massachusetts (the Town) has a proclaimed public
policy to improve diversity, inclusion, and community relations within its territory; and
WHEREAS, the Town has in its General By-laws many parts of the framework for
achieving racial justice; and  

WHEREAS, those are found in the goals of diversity and inclusion in the Town
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WHEREAS, in keeping with the above, through the work of the ODICR, the Town of
Brookline has become a core member of the Government Alliance on Race and Equity
(GARE), a joint project of the Center for Social Inclusion (CSI) and the Haas Institute for
a Fair and Inclusive Society, which is itself a non-profit organization that catalyzes
community, government and other institutions to dismantle structural racial inequity and
create equitable outcomes for all; and

WHEREAS, we believe the Town
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Gas Tax Resolution

To see if the Town will adopt the following Resolution:

Whereas, the ability to move around on foot, bike, or with mass transit is an important
value to citizens of Brookline;

Whereas, the infrastructure that enables pedestrians, bicyclists, and mass transit users
can be made safer, more accessible, and more comfortable;

Whereas, Brookline is currently committed to the upgrades necessary to improve safety
and comfort for pedestrians, bicyclists, and mass transit users but is constrained by
available revenue and other important budgetary considerations;

Whereas, according to The League of American Bicyclists, Massachusetts has seen more
than a one hundred percent growth in the share of those who commute by bike and it is
important to accommodate these growing numbers by installing safer biking
infrastructure;

Whereas, bike lanes in Brookline are expensive, costing up to fifty thousand dollars, and
such projects have been funded with the Brookline Capital Improvements program;

Whereas, Brookline Town Meeting
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ARTICLE 24
Reports of Town Officers and Committees

AND YOU ARE DIRECTED TO SERVE THIS WARRANT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE BY-LAWS OF THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE.  

HEREOF FAIL NOT, and make due return of this WARRANT, with your doings
thereon, to the Selectmen at least FOURTEEN DAYS before the day of said meeting.

Given under our hands and the seal of the TOWN of Brookline, Massachusetts, this 21st
day of March, 2017.

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

BY VIRTUE OF THIS WARRANT, I THIS DAY NOTIFIED AND WARNED THE
INHABITANTS OF SAID TOWN TO MEET AT THE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
IN SAID TOWN ON TUESDAY, May 23, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. BY POSTING TRUE
AND ATTESTED COPIES OF THE WITHIN  WARRANT IN TEN (10)  PUBLIC
PLACES.  ALL OF THIS WAS DONE AT LEAST FOURTEEN (14)  DAYS BEFORE
SAID MEETING. 

                                                                      
CONSTABLE

                                                                      
DATE
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